Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
NOTES.... (Again, sorry,... long readings need lots of memory aids)
Sunday, March 19, 2023
Fourth Sunday in Lent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four

402 Crawford St.
P.O. Box 1020

Kelso, WA 98626
360-577-1536
Website:gloriadeilutherankelso.com
Email: gloriadeikelso@gmail.com
Pastor Denise Arnold (cell) 253-740-9006
Pastor’s hours: Tues.-10:30am-4pmThurs.-9am-3pm
Pastor Denise email: pastordenisearnold@comcast.net
Office hours: Tues. 8am-2pm & Thurs.8am-10am
Introduction to the day
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the
man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism
God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David
was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear
witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s
mercy.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may

receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, *F forgives
you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858)
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Announcements
THE WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS: Next week
Pastor: Denise Arnold Denise Arnold
Music: Jan Thompson Linda Monahan
Coffee hour: Jaws Price
Flowers: Zerby Wellman
Communion Asst.: Carol Rife
Reader: Deborah Burns Candace Kolberg

Greeter: Jane & Jaws
Please sign up for greeter, coffee hour and flowers on clipboard in narthex.

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by the Zerby Family.

Let’s fill the barn with animals to feed the world! For God sent God’s son into the
“cosmos” to save the whole world. We can help! See the back. Checks should be
written to Gloria Dei.

Final opportunity: There is still time to donate to the recently installed stained glass
window. If you are interested in making a donation and have your name or the name of
your family on a plaque (there will be two plaques) please make your contribution on or
before March 19.

March 19 — Newsletter Deadline

March 20- Being Mortal 5:30 pm -6:30 pm

March 22- Lent Supper 5:30pm at Gloria Dei (Soup Trinity) Holden Evening prayer 6:15
March 27- Being Mortal 5:30 pm -6:30 pm

March 29- Lent Supper 5:30pm at Gloria Dei (GD- Davison providing casserole supper)
Holden Evening prayer 6:15pm

April 3- Being Mortal 5:30 pm -6:30pm Foot Washing

April 6- Seder Dinner 5:30 pm (please sign up, a suggested $10 donation pp)

April 7- Tenebrae Service at St Paul 7pm or Bethany 6 pm

April 8- Easter Egg hunt (Children’s homes will be “egged”)

April 9 — 8:30 Easter Breakfast 9:30 Easter Service

April 13 - 10:30 EDU, 12 Worship and music

April 16- Council Meeting

April 20 -CCC 9am

April 23- Newsletter deadline

April 29 - Earth Day. (Ya, we know it was last Saturday but today is the day we will clean
up) Wear your t-shirts Stewards of the Earth
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord

Lord, have mer - cy.
0
[
ﬁ{i Y =t '8} > 7
[ NA V. A bt
o

For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 A reading from 1 Samuel.

16 The LoRD said to Samuel, “How long are you going to grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him as king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and get going. I’'m sending you to
Jesse of Bethlehem because I have found™ my next king among his sons.”

2«How can I do that?” Samuel asked. “When Saul hears of it he’1l kill me!”

“Take a heifer with you,” the LORD replied, “and say, ‘I have come to make a sacrifice to
the LORD.” * Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will make clear to you what you should do.
You will anoint for me the person I point out to you.”

4 Samuel did what the LORD instructed. When he came to Bethlehem, the city elders came
to meet him. They were shaking with fear. “Do you come in peace?” they asked.

3 «“Yes,” Samuel answered. “I’ve come to make a sacrifice to the LORD. Now make
yourselves holy, then come with me to the sacrifice.” Samuel made Jesse and his sons
holy and invited them to the sacrifice as well.

® When they arrived, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, That must be the LORD’s
anointed right in front.

"But the LORD said to Samuel, “Have no regard for his appearance or stature, because I
haven’t selected him. God™ doesn’t look at things like humans do. Humans see only
what is visible to the eyes, but the LORD sees into the heart.”

8 Next Jesse called for Abinadab, who presented himself to Samuel, but he said,

“The LORD hasn’t chosen this one either.” ® So Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel
said, “No, the LORD hasn’t chosen this one.” ° Jesse presented seven of his sons to
Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD hasn’t picked any of these.” ! Then
Samuel asked Jesse, “Is that all of your boys?”

4

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
God, the giver of love, *F Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of

rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.
SENDING SONG Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. OKAY WE WILL!
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LORD’S PRAYER

“There is still the youngest one,” Jesse answered, “but he’s out keeping the sheep.”
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

“Send for him,” Samuel told Jesse, “because we can’t proceed until he gets here.”
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

1280 Jesse sent and brought him in. He was reddish brown, had beautiful eyes, and was
good-looking. The LORD said, “That’s the one. Go anoint him.” '* So Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him right there in front of his brothers. The LORD’s spirit came
over David from that point forward.

Then Samuel left and went to Ramah.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 A reading from Ephesians.

COMMUNION *Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
“for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '"Try to find out
COMMUNION SONGS what is pleasing to the Lord. ""Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. '“For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly;
}ﬁ"{ﬁj ; = a% i_ e —— —— — i "“but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, '“for everything that becomes
7 e b e = J*é#t visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

shine on you.” Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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COMMUNION SONGS (CONTINUED)- How Great thou Art ELW 856
Blessed Be the Tie That Binds ELW 656

Just as I am ELW 592
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GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

9 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who was blind from birth. ? Jesus’ disciples
asked, “Rabbi, who sinned so that he was born blind, this man or his parents?”

3 Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents. This happened so that God’s mighty works
might be displayed in him. * While it’s daytime, we must do the works of him who sent
me. Night is coming when no one can work. ° While I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” ® After he said this, he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and
smeared the mud on the man’s eyes. ' Jesus said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (this word means sent). So the man went away and washed. When he returned,
he could see.

® The man’s neighbors and those who used to see him when he was a beggar said, “Isn’t
this the man who used to sit and beg?”

® Some said, “It is,” and others said, “No, it’s someone who looks like him.”
But the man said, “Yes, it’s me!”
1930 they asked him, “How are you now able to see?”

""'He answered, “The man they call Jesus made mud, smeared it on my eyes, and said,
‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed, and then I could see.”

2 They asked, “Where is this man?”
He replied, “I don’t know.”

3 Then they led the man who had been born blind to the Pharisees. * Now Jesus made
the mud and smeared it on the man’s eyes on a Sabbath day. '* So Pharisees also asked
him how he was able to see.

The man told them, “He put mud on my eyes, [ washed, and now I see.”

16 Some Pharisees said, “This man isn’t from God, because he breaks the Sabbath law.”
Others said, “How can a sinner do miraculous signs like these?”” So they were

divided. '7 Some of the Pharisees questioned the man who had been born blind again:
“What do you have to say about him, since he healed your eyes?”

He replied, “He’s a prophet.”
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for your
people (especially Joseph, Guardian of Jesus). We praise you for the ways they formed
the faith of others and continue to inspire us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let the Vineyvards Be Fruatful
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OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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'8 The Jewish leaders didn’t believe the man had been blind and received his sight until
they called for his parents. ' The Jewish leaders asked them, “Is this your son? Are you
saying he was born blind? How can he now see?”

2 His parents answered, “We know he is our son. We know he was born blind. ! But we
don’t know how he now sees, and we don’t know who healed his eyes. Ask him. He’s old
enough to speak for himself.” ** His parents said this because they feared the Jewish
authorities. This is because the Jewish authorities had already decided that whoever
confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be expelled from the synagogue. ** That’s why his
parents said, “He’s old enough. Ask him.”

24 Therefore, they called a second time for the man who had been born blind and said to
him, “Give glory to God. We know this man is a sinner.”

25 The man answered, “I don’t know whether he’s a sinner. Here’s what I do know: I was
blind and now I see.”

2% They questioned him: “What did he do to you? How did he heal your eyes?”

2" He replied, “I already told you, and you didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

28 They insulted him: “You are his disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. * We know that
God spoke to Moses, but we don’t know where this man is from.”

3% The man answered, “This is incredible! You don’t know where he is from, yet he
healed my eyes! *' We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners. God listens to anyone
who is devout and does God’s will. ** No one has ever heard of a healing of the eyes of
someone born blind. * If this man wasn’t from God, he couldn’t do this.”

3 They responded, “You were born completely in sin! How is it that you dare to teach
us?” Then they expelled him.

3 Jesus heard they had expelled the man born blind. Finding him, Jesus said, “Do you
believe in the Human One?”"

3 He answered, “Who is he, sir?™ I want to believe in him.”
37 Jesus said, “You have seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
3% The man said, “Lord," I believe.” And he worshipped Jesus.

3 Jesus said, “I have come into the world to exercise judgment so that those who don’t
see can see and those who see will become blind.”

7



*Some Pharisees who were with him heard what he said and asked, “Surely we aren’t

blind, are we?”

4! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you wouldn’t have any sin, but now that you
say, ‘We see,” your sin remains. The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDRENS & COMMUNITY TIME

SERMON

THE ROCK Carl & Peggy Winston

HYMN OF THE DAY PSALM: Psalm 23 Sung to the Tune of Amazing Grace

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me

The quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again,
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod

And staff me comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished

In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me,

And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling-place shall be.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever
in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the
earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have
made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the grandest
mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of state and
elected officials (specific leaders may be named). Encourage them to lead with justice
and to remove barriers that impede the well-being of all. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch over
those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with
hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community
(especially). Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For what else do the people of God pray?



